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sequelae of acute inflammations ; also in the nervous hacking cough of preg¬ 
nancy in nervous ami sensitive women.— The Practitioner, Dec. 1868. 

20. Quinia as an Antiphlogistic. —A. Martin, in an Inaugural Dissertation, 

published at Giessen, in 1868, states that he has tested the conclusions drawn 
from their experiments, in reference to the action of quinia upon the blood (see 
Cbl., 1867, and also 1868, p. 172), by Binz and Scharrenbroich. Twelve expe¬ 
riments were performed by him. In two of these, repeated with every care and 
precaution on dogs, it was clearly shown that when the system was put under 
the influence of quinia, the formation or augmentation of the white corpuscles 
of the blood as well as the effort for their expulsion by the intervention of an 
inflammatory process was restrained. The experiments presented by the 
author to prove the curative influence of quinia upon inflammation seated in 
the parenchymatous viscera are new. He adduces to this intent experiments 
made upon frogs by laying bare the liver, in which condition with great care 
the animals may be kept alive for three days. The proper hepatic corpuscles 
in the frog, it is true, resemble very closely the white corpuscles of the blood, 
but from these they may be distinguished by their size and composition. It was 
shown by these experiments that the action of the quinia caused the inflamma¬ 
tory process to become as fully arrested in the liver as in the exposed mesen¬ 
tery ( Cohnheim, Cbl., 1867, p. 809). To test the antiphlogistic power of quinia, 
in four frogs the liver during fourteen days was allowed to remain exposed for 
twelve hours each day. Into two of these frogs, during the intervals of expo¬ 
sure, .0025 grm. of quinia was injected. In the twenty preparations which 
accompanied the thesis of Mr. Martin, he thinks also the fact of the antiphlogis¬ 
tic action of quinia was fully established. It is very certain that the develop¬ 
ment of white corpuscles in the blood is far less than occurs in other cases of 
inflammation treated without quinia.— Centralblatt f. d. Medicinisch. Wissen- 
schaften, Oct. 1868. D. P. O. 

21. On the Salts of Quinoidine ; their Therapeutic Value, ^c. — Bernatzik 
( Wienen Med. Wochenschrt.) says that, in respect to the physiological results of 
the action of the alkaloids of cinchona, he could detect no difference from those 
obtained from the action of cinchona itself. He endeavoured by an examination of 
the experience of the physicians of Vienna to determine the pharmaceutic value of 
the pure quinoidine salts in paroxysmal fevers. In thirteen cases it was found 
that a single dose of twelve grains of the muriate, acetate, or citrate of quinoi¬ 
dine, either moderated or completely arrested the disease; in a fourteenth case 
the article was not tolerated. On the other hand, Dr. Lobl found that the mu¬ 
riate of quinoidine did not possess much more than one-third the efficacy of the 
sulphate of quinia. The passage of quinoidine into the urine Was observed in 
two cases. The subcutaneous injection of quinoidine has been attended by no 
favourable results. It is true that thus employed it exerts a powerful influence 
upon the fever; it has been found, however, to excite at the place of injection a 
severe inflammation, terminating even in gangrene. 

Trial was made by Professors Duchek and Braun of the curative influence of 
the carbolate of quinia in puerperal and in typhus fever, and it was found to 
exert a beneficial influence over most of the symptoms of these diseases. As 
the remedy when given in form of pills is liable sometimes to pass without 
change through the stomach and intestines, Dr. B. gives it in the form of 
wafers, soaked in an alcoholic solution of the carbolate of quinia and then strown 
over with starch. Given in this manner, however, vomiting is liable to be pro¬ 
duced, in consequence probably of a portion of the carbolic acid being set free 
in the stomach. The presence of both quinia and carbolic acid was detected in 
the urine.— Centralblatt f. d. Medicinisch. Wissenschaften, May, 1868. D. F. C. 

22. Therapeutic Uses of Thymic Acid. —Writing in the Union Pharmaceu- 
tique, M. le Dr. Paquet states that this acid, which is allied to carbolic acid, 
is a remedy of immense value to the surgeon. He describes its effects on 
healthy and morbid tissues, and draws the following definitive conclusions as to 
its uses : (1) Thymic acid deserves to hold a high place among the antiseptic 
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preparations nsed in treating wounds ; (2) in its concentrated form it is an excel¬ 
lent substitute for nitric acid and nitrate of silver; it is especially superior to 
phenic acid, because it has not got its extremely disagreeable odor; (3) in 
aqueous solution (1 in 1000), to which a few grammes (a gramme is equal to 
15.4 grains) of alcohol have been added, it is extremely useful in furthering the 
cicatrization of wounds. It is especially serviceable in those cases in which 
tincture of iodine is, generally employed.— The Practitioner, Nov. 1868. 

23. Employment of Glycerine of Tannin. —Dr. Sidney Ringer, in an inter¬ 
esting paper ( The Practitioner. July, 18G8), says that this preparation of tannin 
appears to be but little known, while in his opinion it is very serviceable in 
many diseases. In this country it is perhaps even less known. We do not find 
it mentioned in the U. S. Dispensatory; but on reference to a very recent English 
work (Dictionary of Mat. Med. and Ther., by Adolph Wahlt.nch, M. D.), we 
find the following formula for its preparation : R.—Gallic acid, ,§j; Glycerine, 
f^iv. Rub and heat. Dr. R. thinks this preparation of great use in ozsena; 
in the thin sanious or thicker purulent discharge from the nostrils which some¬ 
times occurs after measles, scarlatina, and other diseases; in the obstruction 
of the nose frequent in syphilitic children. The thin, sanious or purulent dis¬ 
charge from the ears, so commonly met with in unhealthy children, can, he 
says, be stopped at once by filling up the external meatus with this prepara¬ 
tion. If there be acute inflammation of the meatus, this should be relieved 
before using the tannin. 

In many cases of eczema he says this preparation is of very great use. “It 
is of service only in the earlier stages of the disease. Thus, when the skin is 
inflamed, red, swollen, and weeping, if the scabs be thoroughly removed, and the 
raw surface be painted over with this preparation of tannin, the discharge is 
stayed, the redness, heat, and swelling much lessened or removed, and the appear¬ 
ance of the parts much improved. When in a less active condition, and when 
the tissues are less red, swollen, and weeping, the eczema may more profitably 
be treated in the same way. The tissues assume a much healthier appearance, 
and after a few applications look like a healthy, healing sore. A poultice may 
be usefully applied at night, and this glycerine of tannin twice or three times in 
the day. All the advantages which accrue from its employment in this disease 
have not yet been mentioned, for the troublesome itching, and tingling, and 
burning, so common in eczema, are at once removed by this application, and 
thus the tearing with the nails and rubbing with the hands which prevents the 
healing of the sore, and causes it even to spread, is prevented, and the comfort 
and well-doing of the patient much promoted, as the itehiug and feeling of 
burning often greatly breaks the sleep. Sometimes the glycerine of tannin does 
not, of itself, quite remove the disease, but brings it to the stage where there 
is only a little desquamation, with a tendency to crack and ooze. It may be 
necessary in such case to perfect the cure by a resort to tar or carbolic acid 
ointment. It need not be said that some cases prove incurable by this as 
by all other treatment. Impetigo may be beneficially treated in the same 
way. The scabs should be removed by a poultice applied each night, while 
this tannin preparation is employed during the day. In the treatment of 
these diseases of the skin by this application, the state of the digestive organs 
must not be overlooked, but anything wrong with them should, if possible, be 
removed. 

“The eczema which occurs behind the ears of children, and is often limited to 
these places, is most admirably treated with the remedy. It almost always dries 
up and heals after one or two applications, even when it has lasted for weeks or 
for months. The gums, if red and swollen, should be lanced, or other irritations 
removed. Intertrigo of children may also be treated in this way.” 

He thinks it an extremely useful application to the throat in chronic inflam¬ 
mation and in superficial ulceration of the pharyngeal mucous membrane, and 
when this membrane is relaxed, moist, and granular looking, etc. 

24. New Method of Applying Remedies to the Pharynx and Larynx by Means 
of Irrigation. —Prof. Merkei,, of Leipzig, read a paper on this subject before 
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